
July 4, 2004 – Act 71: It begins
Act 71 passed in a late night session with no public input on the 
expansion of gaming to stand alone slots, including two casinos in 
Philadelphia through a competitive licensing process.

January 25, 2005 – Creation of  Task Force
Mayor John F. Street, during his annual budget address to City 
Council says, "I have serious concerns about gaming and its po-
tential impact on the quality of life as well as the economy of our 
city. Although state law vests all signiÞcant decisions in this impor-
tant matter in the hands of a State Gaming Control Board, local 
stakeholders must have a signiÞcant voice in determining how 
gaming will be integrated into the social and economic fabric of 
our city. We have worked too hard to have others not invested in 
our city make uninformed decisions that could dramatically im-
pact our business environment and quality of life. For gaming to 
work, it must be done right. 
"Toward that end, I will appoint a local Gaming Advisory Task 
Force to make recommendations to this government on all aspects 
of the introduction of the industry to our city."

October 27, 2005 – Task Force releases Final Report
Philadelphia Gaming Task Force releases Þnal report which in 
turn recommends the creation of the Philadelphia Gaming 
Commission to be created.1 The City has not done so.  The report 
also found, through polling data and other means that a clear 

majority, over 60% oppose casinos in or near their own 
neighborhood.2

October 27, 2005 – MCA’s first Press Release
Neighborhoods near the Budd Commerce Site informed the 
MayorÕs Gaming Task Force that community sentiment is signiÞ-
cantly in opposition to the location of a gaming parlor at the site.
The Multi-Community Alliance is comprised of community 
groups united in response to the Trump proposal for slots at the 
Budd Site.! Their Þrst community wide meeting was attended by 
over 400 community members.! Given the amount of opposition, 
citizens wonder how does the City stand by and allow for casinos 
to be located in residential areas?

December 28, 2005 – Operators final chance to submit 
applications to the Gaming Control Board

March 20, 2006 – PA Gaming Control Board release of  
partial application information
The Impact Report, 1 of over 40 appendixes of the application, is 
released publicly.  (Continues to be the most current Impact Re-
port available on their website, despite updates by operators.)

March 30, 2006 – NABR Begins
Fishtown residents had their Þrst opportunity to talk with an oper-
rator with one of the three proposed casinos that could be built in 
or next to their neighborhood. Over 180 residents attended the 

CASINO FREE PHILADELPHIA ! NOVEMBER 2006

1 page 38 of the Final Report, Executive Summary, http://www.phila.gov/gamingadvisory/pdfs/PGATF_Final_Report_Executive_Summary.pdf. The City 

has not done so to date.

2 page 28, ibid.

PHILADELPHIA CASINOS 
TIMELINE
NO PUBLIC INPUT = NO DONE DEAL
Below we tell the story of the PA Gaming Control Board, government 
secrecy, and citizenÕs Þghting for their right to know and their right to 
meaningful input.  It shows that our choice to engage in direct action is 
only after many formal pleas for the documents.  We have:

¥ written letters of request for information under Right-To-Know;
¥ written petitions asking for more time (almost 3,000 signatures);
¥ attended all Gaming Control Board ÒpublicÓ hearings (most where the 

public was not allowed to be heard);
¥ gone to the BoardÕs ofÞces and looked through all ÒpublicÓ documents.

Only after these efforts have we made the serious decision to choose 
direct action.  At no point has the Gaming Control Board Ð or anyone Ð 
said we do not have a right to this information.  Our right is clear.  The 
Gaming Control Board simply has refused to do its part.  

On December 11th, if they still have not made the docu-
ments public, we will help them do the right thing.



meeting and there was strong opposition voiced about it (the 
Sugar House proposal).  

April 10-12, 2006 – Hearings for Philadelphia slots par-
lors at Drexel University
Public given three-minutes of input to the PA Gaming Control 
Board based on current information.  Requests by citizens for more 
hearings were denied.

June 1, 2006 – City Council asks for more time & 
Casino-Free Philadelphia starts
Philadelphia City Council passes resolution calling for extension 
of public comment period, they are joined by many groups, in-
cluding NABR, DAG, MCA, and others. Casino-Free Philadel-
phia launches with rally at State Building. Representatives from 
various communities participate, including Paul Clymer, speaking 
at the rally.

June 2, 2006 – Public Comments End
Public comment period ends for input into Philadelphia slots par-
lors. Calls for extension dismissed by the PGCB.  Over 98% of  all 
written comments are against the Philadelphia casinos (51 of  2,969 com-
ments support casinos).

Throughout summer and into Fall
Journalists and citizens make repeated requests for up to date 
information. Operators make frequent and signiÞcant changes to 
their proposals, including to site (Trump adds 12 acres), new traf-
Þc plans (signiÞcantly changed in the case of Sugar House, Fox-
woods and others), and other changes.  PA Gaming Control Board  
dismisses requests saying, Ò[R]eview and redaction is a lengthy 
and laborious process.  It takes time and is rather labor intensive 
to complete.É due to the volume, labor intensity and time con-
straints, the implementation of this granting of your request must 
by necessity be delayed until such time as the applications can be 
completely reviewed and redactedÉ.  As a result, your Exceptions 
are hereby denied as premature.Ó3

June 28, 2006 – Hearings closed rather than allow public 
input
Casino-Free Philadelphia holds Þrst bus trip to Harrisburg with 
residents from Fishtown, Nicetown, South Philly, Society Hill, and 
Northern Liberties. A week before the meeting, Jethro Heiko asks 
for an opportunity to speak at the meeting based on the Sunshine 
Act. He is sent a letter in response that he will not be allowed to 
speak. At the hearings, Heiko, Matt Ruben and Anne Dicker all 
object based on the Sunshine Act. Mary Collins, chairing the 
meeting, gavels hearing to recess in response.

September 17, 2006 – Inky editorial declares casinos a 
“done deal”
Chris Satullo claims that casino activists should focus on reducing 
harm because Òthe case for casinos here was always aimed at Har-
risburg's needs, not Philly's.Ó  He argues the City of Philadelphia 
has no power to stop casinos.  

October 19, 2006 – Citizens win the city of  Philadelphia 
the power to zone casinos
Senator Vincent Fumo does a 180 and returns to Philadelphia the 
power to zone casinos, effectively reminding Philadelphia it has 
the right to control its destiny.  Writes The Daily News, ÒCitizens, 
especially those living along the river, made their voices heard, 
and they should get the credit for this excellent turnabout.Ó

October 27, 2006 – After written requests denied, 
Casino-Free Philadelphia goes to harrisburg for info
30 days before licensing hearings for Philadelphia slots, Casino-
Free Philadelphia goes to Harrisburg to view updated applica-
tions.  The updated applications Ð including 4411J memos Ð are 
not available to the public despite statements by the PGCB that 
the public can view them in Harrisburg.

October 30, 2006 – Launch of  Operation Transparency
Having tried written requests, petitions (over 6,000 against casi-
nos; 3,000 for a time extensions), and visitations, Casino Free 
Philadelphia launches Operation Transparency at 
www.casinofreephila.org with an ultimatum to Chairman Tad 
Decker requesting the information by December 1st or citizens 
will be forced to take the documents themselves via a citizenÕs 
document search.  The fax is sent from the MayorÕs fax machine 
and ccÕd to Governor Rendell.

November 6, 2006 – Data Miners
Casino-Free Philadelphia, armed with yellow miner hats, tries to 
get current application information from the PA Gaming Control 
Board.  Once again, they are denied.

November 13-15, 2006 – Mock Public Hearings
Hearings in Harrisburg for 5 Philadelphia slots parlor applicants 
to present to the PGCB. Casino Free Philadelphia holds a mock 
document search outside the hearing, as well as attends all three.

November 20, 2006 – Delivery of  Petitions and Washing 
Windows for Transparency
Casino-Free Philadelphia washes the windows at the ofÞces of 
PGCB in Conshohocken.  Their request to deliver the 2,641 addi-
tional petitions to the Gaming Control Board was denied by an 
unidentiÞed staff  member.
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3 Letter from Williams Simmons, Exceptions OfÞcer Designee on behalf of PA Gaming Control Board in response to Ms. Norma van-
DykeÕs written request via Right-To-Know.


